
  
 
 

 
 
    Auricula ÒBrown BessÓ  

 
 
Please join us for this rare opportunity to bid on an original watercolor by Kevin Nicolay, an 
extraordinarily talented artist and one of NPAÕs founding members. 
                               
Nicolay, a renowned plantsman was regarded as one of the best American botanical 
illustrators of his time.  His work is still admired and collected today.  He was a self-taught 
artist who developed his famed technique from studying medieval flower paintings.  His 
minutely detailed drawings and watercolors hang in museums, appeared in art galleries and 
were seen regularly in the pages of Horticulture magazine.  
 
He taught occasional classes at the Center for Urban Horticulture and returned to New York 
annually to teach classes at the New York Botanical Garden.  The late Rosemary Verey, 
called NicolayÕs own Queen Anne Hill garden Òthe best small garden IÕve seen in America.Ó  
She dedicated her book, ÒThe American ManÕs Garden,Ó to him.  He died in 1990 at the age 
of 33. 
 
Steve Lorton, who knew Nicolay well, will remember Kevin and then auction the painting, 
Primula auricular, Golden Centered Alpine ÒBrown BessÓ, which is signed and described by Kevin 
around the base of the plant (not viewable in the picture above).  Framed, it measures 
16ÓX20Ó. 
 
The painting will be on display at the Miller Library, Center  
for Urban Horticulture, March 1-17. 
  
 
Schedule for the Afternoon    
           
12:00 PM        Doors open; native perennials sale by 
                       MSK Rare Plant Nursery   
  1:00 PM        Plant give-away and announcements      
  1:15 PM        AUCTION: Minimum bid $1500 
  1:30 PM        Lecture by Greg Rabourn 
                       ÒNorthwest Native PerennialsÓ 
 

                                                                                                                   
 Center for Urban Horticulture, 3501 NE 41st Street, Seattle    
 Inquiries to Gayle Richardson  206-632-2735                                            Kevin Nicolay  

 

 
      Northwest Perennial Alliance 

 
                           Announces 
Kevin Nicolay Annual Lecture and 
 

        Art    Auction 
                    
               Sunday, March 18, 2012 

 
     NORTHWEST PERENNIAL ALLIANCE  
 
                                   ANNOUNCES 
 
 KEVIN NICOLAY ANNUAL  LECTURE & 
 

             ART AUCTION 
      
               SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2012 


